Anesthetic considerations for the geriatric patient.
The geriatric patient presents an anesthetic challenge due to the physiologic alterations that occur during aging. The geriatric patient usually has an increased number of disease processes and does not possess the functional organ reserve capabilities compared to a younger patient. The geriatric patient seems more susceptible to the cardiopulmonary depressant effects of the preanesthetic and anesthetic agents in common use and, due to decreased hepatic function and other factors, may have a delayed recovery from these drugs. The preanesthetic and anesthetic drugs chosen for a geriatric patient will depend on that particular patient's physiologic status, the procedure to be done, and the experience of the veterinarian. Adequate fluid and monitoring support should always be provided for the geriatric patient.